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A summary of the findings of a survey which studied
changes in the preparation of reading teachers as a result of the
recommendations made in Austin's "The Torchlighters" is presented.
The Austin questionnaire was used with added items to assess new
areas of interest. Data from the final sample of 365 institutions
were analyzed using chi square and Spearman rank-order. correlation.
It was found (1) that universities offer reading courses separate
from other language arts, (2) that more time is allotted to reading
than previously, (3) that more secondary reading courses are offered
now, (4) that ideas regarding initial reading instruction have
changed in the direction oZ the Austin recommendations, and (5) that
student teaching experience is more often done without concurrent
course work and requires some tutoring experience more often than vas
done at the time of the earlier study. Recommendations are made on
the basis of the survey results. More complete information will be
available in a forthcoming final report. (MS)
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to ascertain whether there has been a

significant change in university and college preparation of teachers of

reading in the nine years which have elapsed since the Austin study, The

Torchlighters, The following hypothesis was proposed: There has been

no statistically significant change in the preparation of teachers of

reading in the past nine years,

The questionnaire from the Austin study was used as a base for the

current research, Additional questionnaire items were developed to assess

areas of interest which have emerged since the Austin research was published.

The questionnaire contained questions regarding Offerings in Reading, Con-

tent of Reading Courses, Faculty Opinion Concerning Issues in Reading, and

Practices in Teacher Education Related to Reading,

The questionnaire was distributed to 530 randomly selected institutions

of higher education throughout the United States, A final N of 365 institu-

tions provided the questionnaires that contributed the data for the study.

The nonparametric statistics of chi square, Spearman rank order correlation

coefficient, and testing difference between proportions were used to analyze

the data with the level of significance set at .05. Frequency distributions

were established to report data not analyzed through nonparametric statisti-

cal procedures,

The major findings of the study were:

1, More universities and colleges are offering reading as a separate

course than as an integrated (with other language arts) course.

(p < .001)

2, Universities and colleges which offer reading as a part of an



integrated (with other language arts) course are devoting more

time to the teaching of reading than they were nine years ago.

(p< .001)

3. More universities and colleges are offering and requiring a

secondary reading course today than they were nine years ago.

(p< .001)

4. More TZessors of reading now believe that:

a. the beginning reading vocabulary should be loosely controlled

and come from a variety of sources; (p < .001)

b. the basal reading text is only ooe of a variety of tools for

beginning reading instruction; (p <.001)

c. the forms and letters of the alphabet should be taught before

the child has learned a sight vocabulary; (p <.001)

d. the approach used in teaching beginning reading should be

varied from school to school depending upon factors such as

pupil socio-economic level, intelligence, and teacher compe-

tency; (p 4:.001)

e. the use of phonetic analysis in isolation and in conjunction

with other word recognition techniques as a means of word

identification is more important than it was nine yearE ago.

(p <.001)

5. More universities and colleges are requiring student teaching with-

out concurrent course work than with concurrent course work.

(p < .01)

6. Undergraduates majoring in elementary education in institutions of

higher learning observe mcre days of teaching than they were

required to observe nine years ago. (p .01)



7, More universities and colleges are requiring undergraduates major-

ing in elementary education to tutor children as a part of under-

graduate education than were requiring tutoring experiences nine

years ago. (p 4:.01)

Implementation of the research design suggests that further studies

regarding changes in the professional education of reading teachers should

develop a new survey instrument.

The findings of this study suggest several recommendations which relate

to teacher education.

First of all, institutions of higher learning might give consideration

to broadening their offerings in reading at the undergraduate level.

It is further recommended that professors of reading could make more

extensive use of advances in modern technology in their course presentations.

Thirdly, universities and colleges should consider offering to under-

graduates majoring in elementary education a course in classroom reading

diagnosis.

Also, institutions of higher learning should offer a course in secon-

dary reading to all undergraduates majoring in secondary education.

Lastly, the emphasis on content reading skills should be strengthened

in the elementary methods courses of mathematics, social studies, and

science.

The final report will be submitted in full at a later date.
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